
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, October 17, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

NO ROSETTA STONE 
 

The Rosetta Stone Language program promises that we will begin speaking a new language in 
just a matter of minutes. 
 

Bow Flex tells us that its exercise equipment will shape our body in only a matter of weeks. 
 

And eHarmony advertizes that a series of key strokes will introduce us to the soul mate we have 
been seeking. 
 

However, when it comes to praying to God, Jesus makes no promise that our prayers will 
quickly bring us the results we seek.  
 

In fact in this Sunday's Gospel (Luke 18: 1-8), Jesus tells a parable that seems to indicate that if 
we hope to get a response from God then our prayers have to be persistent and continuous. 
We have to pray "without becoming weary."  
 

Jesus tells of a widow who only secures her rights by slowly wearing down a judge who initially 
refuses to listen to her plea. She comes day after day to court until that judge finally gives her 
what she seeks. 
 

If that kind of persistence and perseverance can touch a judge who "neither feared God nor 
respected any human being," will not God, who is just and loving, answer the prayers of those 
"who call out to him night and day?" 
 

Yet, we know that even if we pray day after day, week after week, month after month, not 
every prayer we bring before God gets the answer we seek.  
 

Perhaps we need to look at what Jesus says more carefully. Jesus promises that in answer to 
our persistent prayer God will "secure the rights of his chosen ones" and "see to it that justice is 
done for them speedily." 
 

Just consider the "rights" God gives to those who pray to him. We have a right to God's love 
and care as his baptized children. We have a right to address God as "Father." We have a right 
to be part of God's Church and to be accepted as a brother or sister by our fellow Christians. 
We have a right to have the mercy and forgiveness won by Jesus Christ temper the punishment 
our sins deserve.  
 

Too often we measure the success of our prayers in terms of the material blessings we have 
prayed for and received, rather than in terms of the spiritual blessings God gives us when we 
pray. In that light, our persistent prayer is heard. It brings us what ultimately is most important! 
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